
 

CONDITIONS OF TABLES AND CHAIRS LICENCE 
 

1. In accordance with the Highways Act 1980, we MAY grant permission for the use of amenities 
(tables and chairs) on the highway  
 

2. The signatory of this application (Licensee) is the person accepting responsibility for the 
compliance of all conditions and regulations associated with the amenities placed on the 
highway as per the licence.  
 

3. The licence will become invalid and permissions will terminate if any of the conditions are not 
adhered to, the licensee no longer has an interest in the project or the licence was granted for 
a special event; under these circumstances no fees will be refunded.  
 

4. The licence does not relieve the licensee from compliance with any other legislation enforced 
by the Council or other Agencies, e.g. Environmental Health, Health and Safety, Food Safety, 
Trading Standards, Fire Prevention, Waste Management and Highways Regulations. 
Application must be made to the licensing authority for any alteration or extension to a licence 
to sell intoxicating drink.  

 
5. The permission shall run from the date of issue, until 31st of March.  

 
6. Any disturbance or damage as a result of the amenities in use will be the responsibility of the 

licensee.  
 

7. The licence granted will be exercised in such a manner as not to cause a nuisance, disturbance 
or danger to the occupiers of adjoining property or the users of the highway.  

 
8. The highway will at all times be kept in a neat and tidy condition and free from obstructions.  

 
9. The council is indemnified against all claims resulting from an incident caused by the furniture 

on this licence. All applicants must have public liability insurance of £5 million to validate their 
occupancy of the public highway. Failure to have insurance would result in your licence 
becoming invalid. 

  
10. The amount of furniture and position shall be specified and agreed before a licence is issued.  

 
11. The permission is valid only between the specified hours. All amenities on the highway will be 

stored away at given time on the licence unless agreed otherwise by the council.  
 

12. The area permitted for amenities is to be used solely for the purpose of consuming 
refreshments.  

 
13. Ashtrays should be portable and windproof and frequently emptied into appropriate bins.  

 
14. The tables are to be regularly cleared of glasses, plates, ashtrays, etc. and the surrounding 

area to be swept clear of litter, food and smoking deposits etc. Receptacles must be provided 
at the tables to allow for the smoking debris to be extinguished. Waste deposited on the 
Highway must be removed each day at the Licensee’s expense or at more frequent intervals 
as may be required by the Council under the Environmental Protection Act 1990.  

 
15. A licence issued does not permit the use of the tables to be used solely for smoking  

 
16. The licence does not give permission to serve alcohol unless your premises licence states that 

you have on/off sales. 
 

17. The licensee shall ensure that the level of noise created by use of these facilities shall 
not reach a level that will cause a nuisance. 

 
18. Uniform tables and chairs must be used. 
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19. The footway must not be obstructed by patrons standing between tables, chairs and the 

kerb.  
 

20. No charge shall be made by the Licensee for the use of the Tables and Chairs.  
 

21. The licensee shall make no claim against the Council in the event of Tables & Chairs or other 
objects being lost, stolen or damaged in any way from whatever cause.  

 
22. The Licensee shall remove all amenities from the highway to allow the highway to be cleaned 

or maintained or allow access to works by the Council its partners or agents. Licensees must 
also ensure access if required to do so by the Council, the Police, fire, ambulance services, 
statutory undertaker, telecommunications operators, service vehicles, hearses and furniture 
removal vans and access to premises.  

 
23. The amenities are not to be permanently fixed to the highway.  

 
24. The amenities shall not interfere with or affect the rights of any statutory undertakers having 

apparatus in the highway.  
 

25. This licence does not include the licensing of A Boards, canopies and awnings if you need to 
apply for a canopy application you need to contact planning on 020 7974 4444 or email 
planning@camden.gov.uk  

 
26. There are to be no permanent fences or other means of enclosure of the area unless agreed 

by the Council.  
 

27. Storage facilities maybe subject to inspection and must be practical and adequate for the 
storage of all amenities outside of licensed hours.  

 
28. Any conditions that are required in your premises licence must apply to your Tables & Chairs 

licence.  
 

29. This licence must be displayed in a prominent position in the window of the premises, 
so that users of the amenities may see it. Failure to do so may result in the withdrawal of 
the licence by the Council. 

 
30. You are reminded that wilful obstruction of the public highway is an offence (*s137, Highways 

Act 1980). Recent legislation changes now allow the Council to issue a FPN (Fixed Penalty 
Notice) to persons deemed to be responsible for such obstructions. The current level of fine is 
£100, £50 if paid within 28 days of issue.  

 

* If a person, without lawful authority or excuse, in any way wilfully obstructs the free passage along a highway he is     
guilty of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding £1000. 

 

 
STANDARD INFORMATIVE 

This consent is without prejudice to, and shall not be construed as derogating from, any of the 
rights, powers and duties of the Council pursuant to any of its statutory functions or in any other 
capacity and, in particular, shall not restrict the Council from exercising any of its powers and 
duties under the Highways Act 1980 (as amended). 



 

* The current level of fine is £100, £50 if paid within 28 days of issue. 
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1. Introduction 
 

1.1 The placing of tables and chairs and other furniture on the streets of 
Camden is becoming a more frequent sight. Tables and chairs on the street 
contribute to the life and character of an area and allows residents and 
visitors to relish in the ambiance of our lively and unique streets whilst 
enjoying a variety of food & drink our borough is proud to offer.  

 
1.2 As a local authority the Council want to ensure the safety of all street users, 

that our streets are clean and the character of the borough is maintained. 
In order to achieve this the Council will consider applications to place table 
and chairs and other furniture on the highway very carefully to find a 
balance between the needs of a business and maintain the amenity of local 
residents and safety of all street users.  

 
1.3 This Policy will act as a guide for applicants, residents and visitors. It will 

apply to all permissions for tables and chairs, street furniture and other 
amenities placed on the public highway under the Highways Act 1980 and 
will be applied across the whole of the London Borough of Camden. 

 

Fig.1 map showing the geographical area to which this policy applies 
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1.4 The Policy will cover a period of five years from 2019 until 2024 and will be 
kept under review.  
 

1.5 The Policy explains the procedure to be applied when deciding whether 
to grant permission to place tables and chairs on the highway how 
applications will be dealt with and the conditions that are may be imposed 
if permission is granted. 

2. Camden’s Strategies and Plans  
 

Camden Plan  
2.1 This Policy has been developed to ensure that we work to deliver and 

maintain the Councils vision for the borough, in particular the objectives of 
developing clean, vibrant and sustainable places and the promotion of safe, 
strong and open communities. 

  
2.2 The Council aim to deliver these objectives by ensuring: 
 

 Any furniture placed on the highway meets Camden Standards as set 
out in the conditions and does not clutter or obstruct our streets.  

 There is appropriate space on the highway so that pedestrian access 
etcetera is not restricted. 

 Furniture does not become an attraction for anti-social behaviour.  
 

Camden’s Equality Policy  
2.3 Camden has an ambitious agenda to address the needs of people who are 

faced with disadvantage or inequalities or treated less favourably because 
of race, sex, disability, age, gender, reassignment, marriage and civil 
partnership, pregnancy and maternity /paternity, sexual orientation, 
transgender, religion / belief. We are committed to making sure that: 

 
 Our services give satisfaction to all 
 Our policies and method don’t have any unintended adverse impacts 
 Our workforce is representative at all levels 
 

2.4 At all times when considering applications the Council will have due regard 
to the Public Sector Equality Duties.  

 
Transport for London Pedestrian Comfort Guide  

2.5 The Camden Plan promotes healthy, independent lives and in order to 
achieve this objective, Camden encourages people to travel by foot where 
possible. It is hoped that this will not only benefit the health of individuals 
but also bring community benefits by people discovering new areas to 
enjoy.  
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2.6 In order to support Camden in achieving this objectives we have considered 
the guidance produced by Transport for London (TFL) on how to create 
good pedestrian environments. The guidance document has been applied 
to this policy, our application criteria and the decision making process. This 
is to ensure an excellent pedestrian experience when walking in the 
borough.     

 

3 Standard Hours  
 

3.5 The Council acknowledges that amenities, such as tables and chairs, 
positioned on the highway will attract people who want to enjoy the 
experience of alfresco dining or similar activities. In order to ensure that 
residents and businesses are not disturbed we have a set of standard 
hours.  
 

3.6 The standard hours are:  
 

Monday to Sunday  08:00 until 22:00 hours  
 

3.7 Permission will not normally be granted to place tables and chairs on 
the highway earlier than 08:00 or later than 22:00. In considering the 
permitted times, the Council will take into account the needs of residents, 
pedestrians and businesses.  Permission to place tables and chairs on the 
highway  outside  of  these  times  will  only  be  given  in  exceptional 
circumstances. 
 

3.8 At the end of each day, the applicant will be responsible for clearing the 
public highway. This will include the removal of all amenities from the 
highway.  
  

4 Amenities  
 

4.1 All furniture placed on the highway must be of good quality and complement 
the surrounding area.  

 
4.2 Tables and Chairs should be robust, those made of plastic will generally 

not be allowed within the borough. The design and colour of the furniture 
must complement each other. Rubber feet should be used to ensure no 
damage to the highway is caused and to reduce the risk of noise from 
movement of furniture.  
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4.3 Planters should be light enough to be removed from the highway at the 
end of the day but strong enough to withstand extreme weather and not 
moveable by customers and ensure that planters do not become a place 
for litter. Planters will need to be well maintained and the Council 
recommend the use of vibrant bedding plants and flowers.     

4.4 Parasols must not extend beyond the area covered by the permission and 
they must be secure at the base so that they are not at risk of falling over 
or being blown away and they must be robust. The Council recommends 
the use of light or neutral colours. 

4.5 Barriers should define the boundaries of the area all by the permission and 
should extend from the building to the front of the licensed area. They 
should be railed construction, either vertical or horizontal and maintained in 
good condition.  

4.6 Patio Heaters applications must provide a full description of the type of 
heater being used, together with a risk assessment to include energy 
efficiency and an environmental impact statement. All applicants must 
ensure that they have the correct liability insurance.  

4.7 Planning consent maybe required for canopies, awnings or blinds that may 
be attached to buildings.  

4.9 Any damaged furniture or amenity must be withdrawn from use 
immediately.  

4.10 There should be a minimum clear width of 1.8 meters between the edge of 
the furniture or other amenities and the kerb.  

4.11 It is important that the members of the public are able to pass along 
footpaths without hindrance, in particular those using wheelchairs, mobility 
vehicles and pushchairs. As a guide, there should be a minimum clear 
width of unobstructed footway of 1.8 metres between the edge of a 
permitted area and the edge of the footway.  

Where pedestrian flow rates are greater than 1200 persons per hour this 
distance may be increased. Such distances will need to take account of 
street furniture such as bollards, benches, cycle racks, bus stops etc. 

4.12 In considering applications the council will favour arrangements where 
chairs are placed parallel to the facade of the premises.  
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Fig.2 demonstration of positioning of furniture on the highway  

 

5 The Process 
 
 Making an application  
5.1 When making an application for a new Tables & Chairs licence, all 

applicants will be required to complete the application form and provide any 
supporting material that may be required, depending on amenities being 
provided.  
 

5.2 Scaled plans must be provided with your application. The plans must detail 
where the amenities will be placed on the highway including accurate 
dimensions and distances from the kerb edge and any fixed furnishings.  

 
5.3 Where necessary an outside management plan shall be provided to 

demonstrate how the licensee will manage the outside area. 
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Determining application  
5.4 The Council will undertake a 28 consultation period of public consultation 

on all new applications, and variations for current permits. No furniture or 
other amenities may be placed on the public highway during this 
consultation period unless the applicant has a current valid licence.  

5.5 During this 28 consultation period anyone who is likely to be materially 
affected will be notified of the application by way of public notice which will 
detail the application and what is being proposed. 

5.6 The council will also consult with relevant responsible authorities who may 
make comment on your application. Each application will be considered on 
its merits. 

5.7 If no adverse comments are received in relation to the application, and 
officers have no concerns, the licence will be granted.  

5.8 If comments are received which raise concerns in relation to the application, 
the application and all relevant information including the representations will 
be passed to the head of Public Protection to determine the application. 
The Head of Public Protection may:  

a. Grant application as applied 
b. Grant the application in an amended form  
c. Refuse the application 

5.9 Licences will have effect from the date of grant until the end of the financial 
year (31st March), the fee will be calculated on a pro-rata basis. 

 

Renewals 
5.8 Renewal applications must be received at least 8 weeks before the expiry 

of the current licence. 
 
5.9  Applications for a renewal of a licence are likely in most cases to be granted 

unless the council has received comments in relation to the adverse impact 
from the use of Tables & Chairs outside the premises. In which case, the 
renewal application including all relevant information will be considered by 
the Head of Public Protection in determining the application. The Head of 
Public Protection may: 

 
a. Grant the renewal application 
b. Grant the renewal application in an amended form 
c. Refuse the renewal application 
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Appeals 
5.10 There is no statutory right of appeal under the Highways Act 1980, the 

decision of the Head of Public Protection will therefore be final. 

 

6         Enforcement 
 

6.1  If a person, without lawful authority or excuse, in any way wilfully obstructs 
the free passage along a highway he or she is guilty of an offence and liable 
to a fine not exceeding £1000 (s137, Highways Act 1980). Permission 
under section 115E of the Act is deemed to be lawful authority. 

 

6.2 Business owners are reminded that unlicensed amenities will be 
considered as deliberate obstruction of the public highway and is an offence 
(s137, Highways Act 1980). Recent legislation changes now allow the 
Council to issue a FPN (Fixed Penalty Notice) to persons deemed to be 
responsible for such obstructions. The current level of fine is £100, £50 if 
paid within 28 days of issue. 

 

7 Conditions of Licence  
 

7.1 In accordance with the Highways Act 1980, we MAY grant permission for 
the use of Tables & Chairs (furniture) on the highway  

 
7.2 The signatory of this application (Licensee) is the person accepting 

responsibility for the compliance of all conditions and regulations 
associated with the furniture placed on the highway as per the licence.  

 
7.3  The licence will become invalid and permissions will terminate if any of the 

conditions are not adhered to, the licensee no longer has an interest in the 
project or the licence was granted for a special event; under these 
circumstances no fees will be refunded.  

 
7.4  The licence does not relieve the licensee from compliance with any other 

legislation enforced by the Council or other Agencies, e.g. Environmental 
Health, Health and Safety, Food Safety, Trading Standards, Fire 
Prevention, Waste Management and Highways Regulations. Application 
must be made to the licensing authority for any alteration or extension to 
a licence to sell intoxicating drink.  

 
7.5 The permission shall run from the date of issue, until 31st of March.  
 
7.6 Any disturbance or damage as a result of the amenities in use will be the 

responsibility of the licensee.  
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7.7 The licence granted will be exercised in such a manner as not to cause a 
nuisance, disturbance or danger to the occupiers of adjoining property or 
the users of the highway.  

 
7.8 The highway will at all times be kept in a neat and tidy condition and free 

from obstructions.  
 
7.9 The council is indemnified against all claims resulting from an incident 

caused by the furniture on this licence. All applicants must have public 
liability insurance of £2 million to validate their occupancy of the public 
highway. Failure to have insurance would result in your licence becoming 
invalid. 

  
7.10 The amount of furniture and position shall be specified and agreed before 

a licence is issued.  
 
7.11 The permission is valid only between the specified hours. All furniture on 

the highway will be stored away at given time on the licence unless agreed 
otherwise by the council.  

 
7.12 The area permitted for tables and chairs is to be used solely for the 

purpose of consuming refreshments.  
 
7.13 Ashtrays should be portable and windproof and frequently emptied into 

appropriate bins.  
 
7.14 The tables are to be regularly cleared of glasses, plates, ashtrays, etc. 

and the surrounding area to be swept clear of litter, food and smoking 
deposits etc. Receptacles must be provided at the tables to allow for the 
smoking debris to be extinguished. Waste deposited on the Highway must 
be removed each day at the Licensee’s expense or at more frequent 
intervals as may be required by the Council under the Environmental 
Protection Act 1990.  

 
7.15 A licence issued does not permit the use of the tables to be used solely 

for smoking  
 
7.16 The licence does not give permission to serve alcohol unless your 

premises licence states that you have on/off sales. 
 
7.17 The licensee shall ensure that the level of noise created by use of 

these facilities shall not reach a level that will cause a nuisance. 
 
7.18 Uniform tables and chairs must be used. 
 
7.19 The footway must not be obstructed by patrons standing between 

amenities and the kerb.  
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7.20 No charge shall be made by the Licensee for the use of the Tables and 
Chairs.  

 
7.21 The licensee shall make no claim against the Council in the event of 

Tables & Chairs or other objects being lost, stolen or damaged in any way 
from whatever cause.  

 
7.22 The Licensee shall remove the furniture from the highway to allow the 

highway to be cleaned or maintained or allow access to works by the 
Council its partners or agents. Licensees must also ensure access if 
required to do so by the Council, the Police, fire, ambulance services, 
statutory undertaker, telecommunications operators, service vehicles, 
hearses and furniture removal vans and access to premises.  

 
7.23 The furniture is not to be permanently fixed to the highway.  
 
7.24 The furniture shall not interfere with or affect the rights of any statutory 

undertakers having apparatus in the highway.  
 
7.25 This licence does not include the licensing of A Boards, canopies and 

awnings if you need to apply for a canopy application you need to contact 
planning on 020 7974 4444 or email planning@camden.gov.uk  

 
7.26 There are to be no permanent fences or other means of enclosure of the 

area unless agreed by the Council.  
 
7.27 Storage facilities maybe subject to inspection and must be practical and 

adequate for the storage of furniture outside of licensed hours.  
 
7.28 Any conditions that are required in your premises licence must apply to 

your Tables & Chairs licence.  
 
7.29 This licence must be displayed in a prominent position in the window 

of the premises, so that users of the amenities may see it. Failure to 
do so may result in the withdrawal of the licence by the Council. 

 
7.30 You are reminded that wilful obstruction of the public highway is an 

offence (*s137, Highways Act 1980). Recent legislation changes now 
allow the Council to issue a FPN (Fixed Penalty Notice) to persons 
deemed to be responsible for such obstructions. The current level of fine 
is £100, £50 if paid within 28 days of issue.  

 
 

 



 

Due to the provisions of the Local Government (access to information) Act 1985, you cannot be assured of 
any confidentiality, as any correspondence received will be available for public inspection. If you wish to 
comment on any other issue please do so in a separate letter.   

 
DATE CONSULTATION ENDS: DD/MM/YYYY 
 
 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION  
 
  

THIS IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO COMMENT 
 
The council has received a new/renewal/variation (delete as appropriate) 
application to place tables and chairs on the public highway under the highways act 
1980 outside the premises below.  The details of the application are as follows: 
 

My Bar Cafe   
15 Silvertown Road 

London 
NW3 2AB 

 
 

PROPOSAL: TO PLACE 3 Tables, 12 Chairs and 2 Barriers  
Monday to Sunday 08:00 - 19:30 
Renewal Application ON THE PUBLIC HIGHWAY 
 

 

Any consent granted would only be valid for one year.  If you have any comments 
or objections to this application please send them before DD/MM/YYYY to: 
 

Tables and Chairs Team 

Public Protection 

London Borough Of Camden 

5 Pancras Square  

London 

N1C 4AG 

Alternatively, you may email your comments to 
tablesandchairslicence@camden.gov.uk quoting our ref: 2019/4466/TC 
 
Further Details of the application including the plan can be viewed on Camden’s 
Planning Register using the above reference number. 

 
APPLICATION TO PLACE AMENITIES ON THE PUBLIC HIGHWAY 

RENEWAL APPLICATION 
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